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PONTARDAWE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1940 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Pontardawe  Rural 
District  for  the  year  1940,  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  given  in  Circular  2314  (Wales),  dated  the  26th 
March,  1941. 

As  you  are  aware  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Col.  J. 
Gwynne  Morgan,  was  called  up  for  Military  Service  in  August 
of  1939,  and  in  consequence  you  invited  me  to  take  over  his 
duties  and  become  Temporary  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Owing  to  pressure  of  work  in  my  practice  I unfortunately  had 
to  resign  from  this  position  at  the  close  of  the  year  for  which 
this  Report  is  submitted. 

In  submitting  this  Report  for  your  consideration  I would 
especially  thank  Mr.  John  Rogers  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment for  his  advice  and  assistance  during  this  critical  and 
difficult  year,  and  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  whole 
Council  for  their  courtesy  and  consideration  during  my  period 
of  Office. 

I would  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  E.  Colston  Williams,  and  to 
his  then  Deputy,  Dr.  A.  R.  Culley,  for  assisting  in  the  organ- 
isation of  our  Civil  Defence  Casualty  Services. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

LEWIS  J.  WATKINS, 
M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.). 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee — 

Councillor  David  Morgan. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health..  Col.  J.  Gwynne  Morgan,  M.B.,  B.S. 

(Bond.),  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  D.P.H.  (Lond.), 
(On  War  Service). 

N Lewis  J.  Watkins,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 

L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  (Part-time). 

D.  Trevor  Thomas,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

(Part  year) . 

Sanitary  Inspectors  ....  A.  E.  Edmunds,  F.S.I.A.  (Part year). 

Ieuan  Lewis,  M.S.I.A.  (Part  year). 

Health  Visitor  ....  ....  Nurse  M.  T.  Morgan. 

Clerical  ....  ....  ....  John  Rogers. 

Evan  Rees  (Part  year) . 

W.  L.  Morgan  (Part  year). 

Consultant  for  Obstetric  Dr.  J.  Lloyd  Davies,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S., 
Cases  D.P.H.  (Lond.). 

Gellynudd  Isolation  Hospital. 

Medical  Officer  ....  ....  W.  Owen  Evans,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Matron  ....  ....  ....  Miss  M.  Rhys  Williams,  S.R.N. 

Health  Visitors  (Part  time) . 

Part-time  Health  Visiting  is  done  by  the  Queen's  Nurses, 
at  Clydach  and  Pontardawe. 

Mid  wives. 

Your  Council  does  not  employ  any  Midwives,  as  the  Glam- 
organ County  Council  is  the  Supervising  Authority  for  this 
purpose. 
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SECTION  A.  STATISTICS. 


Area 35,708  acres. 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £129,854 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ....  ....  £471 

Birthrate  ....  14*5  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

Live-birth  rate  ....  13'8  per  1,000 

Still-birth  rate  ....  53 '5  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births. 
Death  rate  . . 12 ’6  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Reg. 
General's  Short  List). 


Deaths 

No.  29  Puerperal  and  Post-abortive 

sepsis  ....  ....  ....  1 

No.  30  Other  maternal  causes  ....  3 


Rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still-births 

2-06 

618 


4 8-24 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ....  ....  66*3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  62*2 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  250*0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  61 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  0 

,,  ,,  Diarhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ....  ....  1 


Report  under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Acts,  1938. 

Factories  with  and  without  mechanical  power  were  visited 
during  the  year,  and  instructions  given  to  remedy  seven  defects 
found  in  relation  to  sanitary  conveniences. 
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BIRTHS  IN  DISTRICT. 
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BIRTHS  BELONGING  TO  DISTRICT  BORN  OUTSIDE  AREA. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY.  Nett  Deaths  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year. 
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SECTION  B. — GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  examinations  of  all  specimens  are  done  by 
the  City  and  County  Laboratory,  at  the  Parade,  Cardiff.  This 
particular  Laboratory  is  also  used  for  milk,  water  and  food 
analyses. 

During  the  year  a large  number  of  specimens  were  sent 
to  the  Laboratory  by  General  Practitioners  and  from  the 


Isolation  Hospital. 

Water  : 

Bacteriological  Examinations  ....  ....  10 

Chemical  Examinations  ....  ....  ....  10 

Milk  : 

Bacteriological  Examinations....  ....  ....  39 

Sewage  40 


( b ) Hospitals. 

Gellynudd  Fever  Hospital. 

The  Hospital  mentioned  above  has  twenty-eight  beds, 
and  as  it  was  renovated  during  the  previous  year  is  in  good 
condition  and  well  able  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  District. 
New  appliances  for  the  preservation  of  food  were  installed  in 
the  summer.  During  the  year  119  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
were  admitted  for  treatment. 

(c)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  Ambulance  is  used  for  all  cases  of 
infectious  diseases.  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases  are 
conveyed  by  Works'  or  St.  John’s  Ambulances.  When  these 
are  not  available  the  ambulances  attached  to  the  Civil  Defence 
Casualty  Services  are  sometimes  used. 
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(d)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  following  are  brief  particulars  of  what  was  done  during 
the  year  in  relation  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health 
Visitors  : — 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers  ....  First  visits  14 

Total  visits  32 

(b)  To  children  under  1 year  of  age  First  visits  435 

Total  visits  3,003 

(c)  To  children  between  the  ages 

of  1 and  5 years  ....  ....  Total  visits  3,494 

Total  number  of  Clinic  Centres  ....  ....  ....  6 

Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at  the 
Centre  during  the  year  and  who  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance  were  : — 

{a)  Under  1 year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  331 

(b)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ....  ....  164- 

Total  number  of  Children  under  5 years  of  age  who 
attended  at  Centres  during  the  year,  and  who  at 
the  end  of  the  year  were  : — 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  248 

(b)  Over  1 year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  481 

Percentage  of  attendance,  as  compared  with  number  of 
live  births — -58 *7. 

Total  quantity  of  milk  supplied  during  the  year  to  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  to  young  children  : — 

Milk  5,979  gallons. 

Dried  Foods  ....  ....  ....  ....  426  pounds. 

Number  of  mothers  sent  by  the  Council  to  Maternity  Insti- 
tutions during  the  year — 1. 

Number  of  Home  Helps  provided — 27 

Special  nourishment  granted  free  to  Clinic  Children  in  102  cases 

In  addition  to  the  above,  proprietary  brands  of  dried  milk 
are  sold  at  cost  price  at  the  Clinics. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  Cases. 


Ear,  Nose, 

Dental 

Orthopaedic 

Ophthalmic 

and  Throat 

33 

23 

1 

14 

• 

Appointments  for  the  examination  and  treatment  at  the 
County  Clinic  were  made  for  the  above-mentioned  cases. 


Ante-Natal  Scheme. 

Under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Ante-Natal 
Scheme,  152  expectant  mothers  were  examined  by  General 
Practitioners  at  their  Surgeries  during  the  year. 

Six  of  the  expectant  mothers  examined  were  referred  to 
Dr.  Lloyd  Davies,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.,  the  Obstetric 
Consultant. 


Evacuation. 

During  the  year  a considerable  number  of  evacuees  of 
various  ages  were  admitted  to  the  District. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  were  extended 
to  all  those  entitled  to  benefit  and  a Hostel  was  opened  to 
accommodate  children  who  could  not  be  billeted  in  the  ordinary 
way. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water  Supplies. 

The  main  source  of  supply  for  the  District  is  the  Cray 
Reservoir.  In  addition,  the  water  supply  is  supplemented  by 
supplies  from  forty-five  small  springs  or  tanks.  Full  particulars 
of  these  are  given  in  the  1938  Report. 

Twenty  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  of  which  ten 
were  examined  bacteriologically  and  ten  chemically. 

The  chemical  analysis  showed  considerable  difference  in 
hardness  which  is  to  be  expected  in  an  area  such  as  the  Pont- 
ardawe  Rural  District. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  t 

Number  of  [a)  Council  Houses  (1)  Infested  ....  ....  3 

(2)  Disinfected  ....  ....  3 

,,  ( b ) Other  Houses  (1)  Infested  ....  ....  3 

(2)  Disinfested  ....  ....  3 

As  in  previous  years,  a number  of  proprietary  insecticides 
were  used  and  it  was  found  that  “Zaldecide”  was  very 
effective. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent. 

The  results  of  forty  samples  taken  from  the  five  sewage 
farms  in  the  District  were  received.  The  analysis  on  the  whole 
shows  a sewage  of  moderate  strength  and  the  effluent  shows 
fairly  efficient  purification. 


SECTION  E. — INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  Supply. 

The  farms  registered  in  the  District  as  milk  producers 
during  the  year  numbered  157.  We  also  had  twenty-six  milk 
purveyors. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  twenty-two  farms 
located  outside  the  area  but  retailing  within  the  District. 

Milk  Samples. 

The  following  results  were  received  for  the  thirty-nine 
milk  samples  which  were  taken  during  the  year  : — 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory  Total 

Bacteriological  examination  31  8 39 

All  milk-producing  farms  with  unsatisfactory  results  were 
visited  and  the  producers  instructed  in  the  precautions  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  their  supplies. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

I am  indebted  to  Superintendent  Williams,  of  Gowerton, 
for  the  following  report  on  samples  taken  within  the  Pontardawe 


Rural  District  during  the  year  : — 

New  Milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  39 

Lard  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Beefex  Roll  ....  ....  ....  ] 

Margarine  ...-.  ....  ....  ....  4 

Baking  Powder  ....  ....  ....  1 

Vinegar  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Beef  Dripping  ....  ....  ....  1 

Cooking  Fat  ....  ....  ....  3 

Tinned  Cream  ....  ....  ....  2 

Self-raising  Flour  ....  ....  1 

Pepper  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Coffee  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Cake  Flour  ....  ....  ....  1 

Cocktail  Sausage  ....  ....  ....  1 

Daddy  Sauce  ..  . ....  ....  1 

Butter  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Total  ....  66 


These  samples  were  taken  at  various  centres  in  the  District 
and  of  those  analysed  60  were  genuine.  Three  milk  samples 
showed  added  water,  while  three  were  deficient  in  milk  fat. 

Seven  bacteriological  samples  were  taken,  six  of  which 
were  satisfactory  and  one  unsatisfactory. 

LIST  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  EXCLUDING  T.B.,  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1940. 


Disease 

Total 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.G. 

Deaths 

Admit- 
ted to 
Isol. 
Hosp. 

Scarlet  Fever 

88 

52 

16 

13 

7 

72 

Diphtheria 

29 

12 

14 

3 

1 

24 

Op.  Neonatorum 

1 

.... 

1 

.... 

.... 

Erysipelas 

8 

2 

1 

5 

.... 

Puer.  Pyrexia 

7 

2 

2 

3 

.... 

Pneumonia 

13 

5 

7 

1 

23 

.... 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 

17 

4 

9 

4 

4 

13 

Measles 

482 

240 

188 

33 

21 

.... 

Whooping  Cough 

74 

2 

14 

53 

5 

.... 

.... 

Totals  .... 

719 

317 

244 

116 

42 

28 

109 

16 


+ 


CANCER  DEATHS. 


Total 

Site 

Sex 

Age  Groups 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.G. 

25-45 

45-65 

65- 

2 

Ovary 

M 

F 

— 

2 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

11 

Stomach 

M 

— 

4 

7 

1 

5 

3 

2 

4 

F 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

. 2 

Breast 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

F 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Bladder 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Lung 

M 

— 

8 

— 

6 

1 

— 

1 

1 

F 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Uterus 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* 

— 

4 

F 

— 

3 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Rectum 

M 

— 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

F 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Eye 

M 

F 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pancreas 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Nose 

M 

F 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Liver 

M 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Tongue 

M 

- 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

F 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Sphenoidal 

M 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sinus 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Intestines 

M 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

F 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Oesophagus  .... 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Inter- 

M 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Abdominal .... 

F 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Linitus 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Plastica  .... 

F 

1 

" 

" 

1 

61 

2 

39 

20 

23 

20 

10 

8 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


€ 


AGES 

NEW 

CASES 

DEA 

THS 

Respiratory 

N< 

Respi 

ju- 

ratory 

Respi 

ratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 

.... 

2 

1—  5 

1 

1 

.... 

5—15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15—25 

6 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

.... 

.... 

25—35 

4 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

35—45 

2 

2 

.... 

7 

45—55 

9 

1 

1 

.... 

1 

55—65 

1 

1 

65-  & upwards 

1 

Totals  .... 

16 

11 

4 

6 

12 

7 

3 

3 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  and 

N on  - Pu  1 m onary 

M 

' F 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

124 

90 

214 

38 

20 

58 

272 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 8‘2  per  1,000  civilian  population. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Pulmonar 

y 

No 

n-Pulmon 

tary 

Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

104 

78 

182 

29 

21 

50 

232 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 7'0  per  1,000  civilian  population. 
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LIST  OF  DIPHTHERIA  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1940. 


Age  Groups 

Sex 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

G.C.G. 

0—  1 

M 

F 

1—  2 

M 

1 

F 

2—  3 

M 

F 

3—  4 

M 

1 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

4—  5 

M 

F 

5—10  

M 

2 

1 

F 

1 

5 

10—15  

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

15—25  

M 

.... 

1 

F 

4 

1 

25—35  

M 

F 

3 

35—65  

M 

F 

1 

65  and  over 

M 

.... 

F 

— 

Totals  .... 

12 

14 

3 

Males  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Females  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 


Total  ....  29 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  VACCINATED  IN  THE  AREA 

DURING  1940. 


District 

Number 

Clydach 

37 

Pontardawe 

30 

Ystalyfera  .... 

18 

Gwauncaegurwen 

29 

Total 

....  114 
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LIST  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1940 


Age  Groups 

Sex 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

G.C.G. 

0—  1 

M 

1 

F 

.... 

1—  2 

M 

2 

1 

.... 

1 

F 

.... 

•* 

2—  3 

M 

1 

2 

F 

.... 

.... 

3—  4 

M 

4 

F 

1 

1 

4—5  

M 

3 

1 

.... 

F 

3 

1 

1 

5—10  

M 

12 

4 

.... 

2 

F 

14 

5 

2 

1 

10—15  

M 

2 

1 

2 

F 

4 

1 

4 

15—25  

M 

4 

1 

.... 

.... 

F 

1 

1 

2 

.... 

25—35  

M 

.... 

.... 

F 

1 

.... 

1 

35—65  

M 

.... 

• • • • 

.... 

F 

.... 

.... 

.... 

65  and  over 

M 

.... 

.... 

.... 

F 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Totals  .... 

52 

16 

13 

7 

Males  ....  ....  ....  ....  44 

Females  ....  ....  ....  , ....  44 


Total  ...-.  88 


RAINFALL  IN  1940— AT  WERN  HOUSE,  YSTALYFERA. 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

Month 

Total 

Depth 

January 

Inches 

4-81 

July  

Inches  * 
4-63 

February 

6-25 

August 

•94 

March 

5-94 

September 

4T1 

April 

3-82 

October 

7-96 

May 

2-01 

November 

15-12 

June  

•97 

December 

6-20 

Total 

62-76 

Number  of  days  with  *01  or  more  rain  recorded  — 171. 


Rain  Gauge. 

Diameter  of  Funnel — 5 inches. 

Height  of  top — above  ground,  1 foot,  6 inches. 

above  sea  levely240  feet. 

LILY  WILLIAMS. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1940  : — 


Dilapidated  premises  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  53 

Choked  drains  attended  to  ..  . ....  ....  ....  ....  24 

Choked  conveniences  attended  to  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Overcrowded  cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Miscellaneous  complaints  investigated  and  action  taken 

where  necessary  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  73 

Back  areas  paved  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

Overflowing  cesspools  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Verminous  premises  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Complaints  made  by  Factory  Inspector  investigated  and 

dealt  with  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Mines  and  dangerous  openings  attended  to  ....  ....  1 

Connections  to  sewer  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Certificates  issued  under  Housing  Act,  1935  (2)  ....  ....  Nil 


Destruction  of  Bedding. 

Compensation  paid  for  the  destruction  of  bedding,  £24. 

Scavenging. 

The  scavenging  in  the  area  is  done  by  direct  labour  in 
Clydach,  Ystalyfera,  Pontardawe  and  Gwauncaegurwen. 

Dumping  places  are  leased  by  the  Council. 

Details  of  scavenging  done  by  direct  labour  are  as  follows  : 

No.  of  Scavenging  Lorries  owned  by  Council  ....  ....  4 

No.  of  Sanitary  Men  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

Dumping  Places  owned  or  rented  by  the  Council. 

Clydach  (Penybank) 

Pontardawe  .... 

Ystalyfera 
Gwauncaegurwen 
Cwmllynfell  .... 

Rhiwfawr  (Brynmorgan  Field) 

Dumping  is  also  carried  out  at  various  farm  lands  in  the 
district  for  road  making  purposes. 


I Simplified  Controlled 
^ Tipping  System 
Employed. 


21 


Salvage. 

The  refuse  collection  organisation  has  been  adapted  for  the 
collection  of  waste  materials.  This  reduces  the  volume  of 
combustible  material  hitherto  collected  with  house  refuse. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

i 

(a)  Pail  System  in  Districts  : — 

No.  of  Privy  Pails 
cleansed  during  the  year. 


Cilybebyll 

9,642 

Rhydyfro 

7,004 

Rhiwfawr 

5,197 

Ynisymond  .... 

3,864 

Craigcefnparc 

568 

26,275 

(b)  Conversion  from  Conservancy  system  to  water  carriage 


system  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(c)  Pans  renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

(d)  Connections  from  premises  to  Sewers  ....  ....  ....  8 

(e)  Verbal  notice  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 


Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Preliminary  notices  issued  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

(b)  Certificates  granted  under  the  Rent  Restriction  Act  ....  Nil 

(c)  Dirty  condition  of  premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

Factories  Act. 

The  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  Area  were  visited  and 
all  were  found  fairly  satisfactory. 

All  complaints  received  attention. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Baits  were  laid  at  refuse  tips,  and  all  complaints  of  rat 
infestation  were  fully  investigated  and  dealt  with. 

22 
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Petroleum  Act. 


No.  of  premises  registered  under  the  Petroleum 

(Consolidation)  Act,  1918  ....  ....  ....  72 

These  premises  were  periodically  visited  by  the  Chief 
Officer  of  the  Fire  Brigade. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  60 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  80 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ....  ....  ....  58 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  78 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  58 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  "...  4 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ....  ....  ....  ....  63 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

i 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

% 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  ....  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(a)  by  Owners  ....'  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

( b ) by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ....  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  63 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ....  ....  Nil 

(a)  by  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 
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Housing  Act,  1936^Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  173 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  218 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  1,164 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  96 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

/ 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  ....  ....  Nil 

Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies 

and  Milkshops  during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  128 

(b)  Number  of  Cowsheds  erected  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(c)  Number  of  Cowsheds  which  were  internally  recon- 

ditioned, new  floors  and  channels  in  cement  concrete, 
additional  windows  fixed  for  improving  the  lighting 
and  ventilation,  new  stalls  and  troughs,  etc., 
erected  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(d)  New  Dairies  erected  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(i e ) Number  of  Cowsheds  limewashed  on  internal  surfaces 
of  walls,  and  interior  of  roofs  cleansed  as  the  result 
of  informal  action  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

Samples  of  graded  and  ungraded  milk  have  been  taken 
frequently.  Particulars  of  this  are  given  in  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health’s  Report. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Slaughter  Control  which  came  into  operation  on  15th 
January,  1940,  transferred  all  livestock  slaughter  to  Swansea 
Abattoir.  Inspections  are  made  of  meat  at  the  allocation 
depots  in  the  area  prior  to  distribution.  As  a result  of  rep- 
resentations made  to  the  responsible  authorities,  the  Clydach 
Meat  Allocation  Depot  was  improved  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  Local  Authority.  * 

Butchers’  Shops. 

Number  of  visits  to  butchers’  shops  and  inspections  of  vans 

delivering  meat  in  the  district  ....  ...  ....  102 

Slaughtering  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Number  of  Licences  granted  to  persons  to  act  as  Slaughter- 
men under  Section  3 ....  ....  ....  ....  ..  . 2 

Renewal  of  Licences  for  one  year  ...  ....  ..  . ...  5 

Other  Foods. 

No.  of  canned  goods  on  examination  found  to  be  “blown 

or  leaky”  and  unfit  for  human  consumption  ....  ....  64 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

1.  No.  of  investigations  made  of  Notified  Infectious 

Diseases  cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  139 

2.  No  of  premises  fumigated  ....  ....  ....  ....  139 

3.  No.  of  cases  where  clothes  were  steam  disinfected  ..  Nil 

4.  No.  of  cases  where  bedding  was  destroyed  after  T.B.  5 

Every  case  was  supplied  with  disinfectant  and  disinfecting 
soap.  Precautionary  measures  for  preventing  spread  of 
infection  were  fully  explained.  All  children  of  school  age  were 
excluded  for  the  appropriate  time. 

A.  E.  EDMUNDS, 

IEUAN  LEWIS, 

Sanitary  Inspectors . 
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PONTARDAWE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1941 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Pontardawe  Rural 
District  for  the  year  1941,  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  given  in  Circular  2604  (Wales),  dated  the  24th 
March,  1942. 

On  perusal  the  Report  will  show  that  new  schemes  were 
introduced  into  the  District  through  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment during  the  year.  Early  in  August  we  became  responsible 
for  a scheme  whereby  extra  clothing  coupons  were  issued  to 
expectant  mothers  and  late  in  the  year  it  became  necessary  to 
arrange  for  the  distribution  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit  Juices 
to  young  children. 

During  the  year  the  diphtheria  immunisation  of  school 
and  clinic  children  was  continued,  and  in  view  of  the  numbers 
protected  in  previous  years  the  response  from  parents  with 
children  not  already  immunised  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 

Despite  the  difficulties  due  to  war  conditions  and  the 
extra  duties  for  which  we  became  responsible,  the  normal 
work  of  the  Department  was  carried  on  in  so  far  as  it  was 
possible. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  each 
Member  of  the  Council  *for  the  courtesy  and  good  feeling  shown 
to  me  while  I was  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  I also 
desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation  during  my 
period  of  Office. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  TREVOR  THOMAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee — 

Councillor  Tom  Evans. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health  Col.  J.  Gwynne  Morgan,  M.B.,  B.S. 

(Lonch),  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P. 
(Lond.),  D.P.H.  (Lond.). 

(On  War  Service), 

D.  Trevor  Thomas,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

(Part  year). 

H.  J.  Griffiths,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

(Part  year). 

Sanitary  Inspectors  ....  Ieuan  Lewis,  M.S.I.A.  (Part  year). 

A.  E.  Edmunds,  F.S.I.A.  (Part year). 

Health  Visitor  ....  ....  Nurse  M.  T.  Morgan 

Clerical  ....  ....  ....  John  Rogers. 

W.  L.  Morgan. 

Miss  May  Davies  (Part  year). 

Consultant  for  Difficult  Dr.  J.  Lloyd  Davies,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P., 
Obstetric  Cases  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


Gellynudd  Isolation  Hospital. 

Medical  Superintendents.  ..  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 
Matron  ....  ....  ....  Miss  M.  Rhys  Williams,  S.R.N. 


Health  Visitors  (Part  time). 

Clydach — Nurse  E.  Green  and  Nurse  Francis. 

Pontardawe — Nurse  G.  Price  and  Nurse  N.  Davies. 

These  Nurses  are  the  Queen’s  Nurses  for  their  respective 
Districts. 


Midwives. 

All  the  Midwives  in  the  District  are  controlled  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council,  which  is  the  Supervising  Authority. 
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SECTION  A.  -STATISTICS. 


Area  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  35,708  acres 

Rateable  Value  £128,446 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £477 

Birth  rate  15*3  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

Live-birth  rate  ....  14-6  ,, 

Still-birth  rate  ....  47*6  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Death  rate  ....  11*9  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Reg. 
General’s  Short  List). 

Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths  live  and  still-births 

No.  29  Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive 

Sepsis  Nil  Nil 

No.  30  Other  Maternal  causes  ....  ; 2 3*6 

2 3*6 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ....  ....  57*1 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  51*4 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  200*0 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  38 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ....  ....  Nil 


Report  under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Acts,  1938. 

During  the  year  the  factories  with  and  without  mechanical 
power  were  visited  and  instructions  given  to  remedy  the  defects 
found  in  relation  to  white-washing  and  the  provision  of 
thermometers. 
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BIRTHS  IN  DISTRICT. 
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BIRTHS  BELONGING  TO  DISTRICT  BORN  OUTSIDE  AREA. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY.  Nett  Deaths  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year. 
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SECTION  B. - GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

An  arrangement  is  in  operation  with  the  City  and  County 
Laboratory,  The  Parade,  Cardiff,  for  the  bacteriological  exam- 
ination of  all  pathological  specimens,  and  also  for  the  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  chemical  analyses  of  water,  milk,  and 
other  foods. 

A considerable  number  of  specimens  were  sent  to  the 
Laboratory  during  the  year  from  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  by 


local  doctors. 

Water  : 

Bacteriological  Examination  ....  ....  6 

Chemical  Examination  ....  ....  ....  6 

Milk  : 

Bacteriological  Examination  ....  ....  75 

Sewage  and  Effluent  ....  ....  ....  36 

(b)  Hospitals. 

Gellynudd  Fever  Hospital. 


The  improvements  made  in  this  Hospital  during  recent 
years  are  now  proving  beneficial.  The  number  of  cases 
admitted  for  treatment  during  the  year  was  129.  A new  steam 
disinfector  was  installed  in  the  middle  of  the  year. 

Small-Pox  Hospital,  Gwrhyd. — Kept  on  a care  and 
maintenance  basis. 

Prince  of  Wales  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Cardiff. 

When  necessary,  children  are  admitted  to  this  Hospital 
through  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

West  Glamorgan  Hospital,  Neath. 

The  Council  has  an  arrangement  with  the  Glamorgan 
County  Authority  which  enables  Maternity  cases  to  be  admitted 
to  this  Hospital  when  required. 
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(c)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

All  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  conveyed  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital  Ambulance,  and  other  cases  are  attended  to  by  the 
St.  John’s  Ambulances,  Works  or  Public  Ambulances.  The 
vehicles  attached  to  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty  Services  are 
sometimes  used  in  an  emergency. 


(d)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Brief  particulars  of  the  work  done  in  relation  to  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  are  given  below  : — 


Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health 
Visitors  : — 


(a) 

To  expectant  mothers 

First  visits 

20 

Total  visits 

38 

(b) 

To  children  under  1 year  of  age 

First  visits 

528 

Total  visits 

4,322 

(c)  To  children  between  the  ages 

of  1 and  5 years  ....  ....  Total  visits  4,875 


Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at  the  Centres 
during  the  year,  and  who  on  the  date  of  their  first  attend- 
ance were  : — 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  377 

( b ) Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ....  ....  80 

Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 
attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year  and  who 
at  the  end  of  the  year  were  : — 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  336 

(b)  Over  1 year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  596 

Percentage  of  attendance  as  compared  with  the  number 
of  live  births  in  the  District— 64%. 


38 


i 


Total  quantity  of  milk  supplied  during  the  year  to 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  to  young 
children 

Milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  62  gallons. 

Dried  Foods  ....  ....  ....  ....  316  pounds. 

The  large  decrease  in  the  amount  of  milk  distributed  under 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  during  the  year  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  new  scheme  instituted  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  is  now  in  operation. 

Number  of  mothers  sent  by  the  council  to  Maternity  Institutions 
during  the  year — 11. 

Number  of  Home  Helps  provided— 30. 

Special  nourishment  of  various  kinds  granted  free  to  Clinic 
Children*— 86. 

There  also  exists  an  arrangement  whereby  special  brands 
of  nourishment  are  sold  at  the  Clinic  for  cost  price  to  people 
of  moderate  means. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  Cases. 

Ear , Nose 

Dental  Orthopaedic  Ophthalmic  and  Throat 
25  17  12  15 

Appointments  were  made  with  the  County  Authority  for 
the  examination  and  treatment  where  necessary  of  the  cases 
mentioned  above. 


Ante-Natal  Scheme. 

The  work  under  this  scheme  is  performed  by  the  local 
General  Practitioners  at  their  Surgeries.  The  number  of 
expectant  mothers  examined  in  this  way  during  the  year  was  205. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  refer  ten  of  the  expectant 
mothers  examined  by  the  General  Practitioners  to  Dr.  J. 
Lloyd  Davies,  M.D.,  the  Obstetric  Consultant. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  a real  effort  was  made  to  persuade  the 
parents  of  children  not  alread}^  immunised  to  give  their  consent 
for  the  necessary  treatment.  The  response  was  fairly  satis- 
factory, as  the  number  of  School  and  Clinic  children  receiving 
a complete  course  of  injections  was  686. 


Evacuation  Scheme. 

The  Services  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme 
were  extended  to  all  evacuees  in  the  District  who  were  entitled 
to  benefit,  and  during  the  year  a second  hostel  was  opened 
at  Danygraig  House,  to  accommodate  children  who  could  not 
properly  be  housed  at  Ynisderw  House. 

Distribution  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit  Juices. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  a new  scheme  dame  into 
force  for  the  distribution  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit  Juices  to 
young  children.  Arrangements  for  distribution  were  made 
in  consultation  with  the  Local  Food  Office  and  dispersal  points 
were  set  up  at  the  various  Clinics.  Taking  into  account  the 
scattered  nature  of  the  District  the  percentage  of  eligible 
persons  applying  for  the  vitamin  supplements  can  be  considered 
fairly  satisfactory. 


Special  Clothing  Coupons  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

In  August,  a supply  of  Clothing  Coupons  for  expectant 
mothers  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Trade.  Coupons 
were  issued  in  accordance  with  instructions,  on  production  by 
an  applicant  of  a Certificate  signed  by  the  Doctor  or  Midwife. 
During  the  year  352  Coupon  Books  were  issued  to  applicants. 


SECTION  C.-  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Cray  Reservoir  is  the  District’s  main  source  of  water 
supply,  which  is  supplemented  by  supplies  from  a number  of 
springs  and  tanks.  Fuller  particulars  of  these  can  be  found 
in  the  Report  for  the  year  1938. 

The  water  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  examined 
chemically  and  bacteriologically  and  were  found  satisfactory. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 


Number  of  (a)  Council  Houses 

(i) 

Infested 

....  3 

(2) 

Disinfested 

....  3 

,,  ( b ) Other  Houses 

(1) 

Infested 

....  6 

(2) 

Disinfested 

....  6 

The  walls  of  these  houses  were  stripped  and  thoroughly 
sprayed  with  various  proprietary  insecticides,  among  the  most 
effective  of  which  were  “Zaldecide”  and  “Vermoose.” 


Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent. 

Results  were  received  of  36  samples  taken  from  your 
Council’s  Sewage  Farms.  The  results  on  the  whole  show  a 
sewage  of  moderate  strength  and  the  effluent  to  be  of  fairly 
efficient  purification. 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  Supply. 

The  farms  registered  as  milk  producers  in  the  District 
during  the  year  numbered  162.  During  the  same  period  we 
also  had  25  milk  purveyors. 


Milk  Samples. 


The  results  given  below  were  received 
taken  during  the  year  : — 

for  the 

samples 

Satis- 

factory 

U nsatis- 
factory 

Total 

• Bacteriological  Examination 

54 

15 

69 

Examination  of  Pasteurised 
Samples  .... 

2 

4 

6 

Visits  were  paid  to  farms  with  unsatisfactory  milk  supplies 
and  the  owners  instructed  in  the  precautions  necessary  to 
improve  their  methods  of  production. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  our  District 
were  supplied  to  me  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Supcrintednent  of 


Police  for  the  Gower  Division  : — 

New  Milk  ....  ....  ....  43 

Butter  4 

Margarine  ....  ....  ....  5 

Lard  ....  ....  ....  2 

Self-raising  Flour  ....  ....  1 

Cooking  Fat  ....  ....  ....  3 

Custard  Powder  ....  ....  1 

Vinegar  ....  ....  ....  1 

Pepper  ....  ....  ....  1 

Jam  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Tapioca  ....  ....  ....  1 

Flour  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Raisins  ....  ....  ....  1 

Savoury  Roll  ....  ....  1 

Fish  Breakfast  Roll  ....  1 

Roasted  Coffee  ....  ....  1 

Cocktail  Sherry  Flavoured  1 

Total  ....  69 


The  samples  shown  were  taken  at  various  population 
centres  in  the  District  and  of  the  total  analysed,  66  were  found 
to  be  in  order.  Three  Milk  samples  showed  a deficiency  of 
fat  content. 

LIST  OF  NOTIFICATION  DISEASES,  EXCLUDING  T.B., 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1941. 


Disease 

Total 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.G. 

Deaths 

Admit- 
ted to 
Isol. 
Hosp. 

Scarlet  Fever 

47 

16 

10 

12 

9 

36 

Diphtheria 

53 

16 

28 

5 

4 

4 

52 

Op.  Neon. 

3 

1 

2 

.... 

Erysipelas 

8 

8 

.... 

.... 

..... 

Puer.  Pyrexia 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

3 

Pneumonia 

20 

3 

10 

6 

1 

17 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 

35 

1 

16 

7 

11 

4 

28 

Measles 

443 

40 

29 

174 

200 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

10 

15 

6 

4 

.... 

Totals  .... 

648 

88 

119 

211 

230 

25 

127 
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NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  VACCINATED  IN  THE  AREA 

DURING  1941. 


District 

No. 

Clydach  .... 

21 

Pontardawe 

48 

Ystalyfera 

32 

Gwauncaegurwen 

26 

Total 

127 

CANCER  DEATHS 


Total 

Site 

Sex 

Age 

Group 

s 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontam 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.G. 

25-45 

45-65 

65- 

4 

Rectum 

M 

T? 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

3 

Stomach 

Jr 

M 

1 

1 

1 





2 

1 

4 

F 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Larynx 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Breast 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

F 

— 

4 

4 

2 

Q 

O 

2 

1 

2 

Nose 

M 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

% 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 

Bronchus 

M 

TT 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ovaries 

r 

M 











— 



1 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' — 

1 

1 

Lung 

M 

. — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Face 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Colon 

M 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

F 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pharynx 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— >. 

1 

Head  of 

M 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pancreas 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Caecum 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Bladder 

• M 

T? 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Prostate 

r 

M 



1 









1 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 — 

1 

Ear 

M 

T? 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Axilla 

F 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

38 

4 

20 

14 

10 

10 

11 

7 

i 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER  AT 
THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  and 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

104 

78 

182 

29 

Of 

/w-  1 

50 

232 

Rate  of  Incidence — 7 0 per  1,000  civilian  population. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER  AT 

THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

107 

85 

192 

35 

25 

60 

252 

Rate  of  Incidence — 7 -4  per  1,000  civilian  population. 


44 


LIST  OF  DIPHTHERIA  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1941 


Age  Groups 

Sex 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalvfera 

G.C.G. 

0—  i 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1—  2 

M 

2 

1 

F 

2—  3 

M 

2 

1 

F 

3—  4 

M 

3 

1 

F 

1 

4—  5 

M 

1 

.... 

F 

• . • • 

1 

5— 10  

M 

3 

3 

1 

1 

F 

2 

3 

1 

1 

10—15  

M 

2 

2 

.... 

.... 

F 

3 

1 

15—25  

M 

4 

.... 

F 

1 

2 

1 

1 

25—35  

M 

1 

.... 

F 

3 

.... 

.... 

35—65  

M 

.... 

.... 

1 

F 

1 

.... 

65  and  over 

M 

.... 

F 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

16 

28 

5 

4 

Males 

. 

30 

Females  .... 

.... 

23 

Total 

53 
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LIST  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1941 


Age  Groups 

Sex 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

G.C.G. 

0—  1 

M 

F 

.... 

.... 

i—  2 

M 

.... 

F 

2—  3 

M 

2 

1 

F 

1 

3—  4 

M 

1 

F 

1 

1 

4—  5 

M 

1 

1 

1 

F 

2 

.... 

2 

5—10  

M 

3 

.... 

4 

2 

F 

5 

1 

2 

2 

10—15  

M 

,,,, 

1 

1 

9 

/V 

F 

3 

1 

1 

15—25  

M 

1 

2 

F 

2 

25—35  

M 

F 

35—65  

M 

F 

65  and  over 

M 

.... 

• 

F 

— 

Totals  ... 

16 

10 

12 

9 

Males 

23 

Females  .... 

24 

47 

46 


RAINFALL  IN  1941. 


AT  WERN  HOUSE,  YSTALYFERA. 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

Month 

T otal 
Depth 

January 

3-71 

July  

4T9 

February 

6-30 

August 

8-66 

March 

3-80 

September 

•68 

April 

1-35 

October 

5-97 

May 

3-61 

November 

4-27 

June  

1-59 

December 

6-30 

Total 

50-43 

Number  of  days  with  '01  or  more  rain  recorded,  162. 

Rain  Gauge. 

Diameter  of  Funnel — 5 inches. 

Height  of  top— Above  ground,  1 foot,  6 inches. 

Above  Sea  Level,  240  feet. 


LILY  WILLIAMS. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  ANNUAL  REPORT.  • 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

We  beg  to  submit  our  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1941  : — 


Dilapidated  premises  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  41 

Choked  drains  attended  to  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  37 

Choked  conveniences  attended  to  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Overcrowded  cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

Miscellaneous  complaints  investigated  and  action  taken 

where  necessary  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  59 

Back  areas  paved  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

Overflowing  cesspools  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Verminous  premises  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Complaints  made'  by  Factory  Inspector  investigated  and 

dealt  with  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Mines  and  dangerous  openings  attended  to  ....  ....  Nil 

Connections  to  sewer  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Certificates  issued  under  Housing  Act,  1935  (2)  ....  ....  Nil 

Destruction  of  Bedding. 


Compensation  paid  for  the  destruction  of  bedding,  £22. 


Scavenging. 

The  scavenging  in  the  area  is  done  by  direct  labour  in 
Clydach,  Ystalyfera,  Pontardawe  and  Gwauncaegurwen. 

Dumping  places  are  leased  by  the  Council. 

Details  of  scavenging  done  by  direct  labour  are  as  follows  : 

No.  of  Scavenging  Lorries  owned  by  Council  ....  ....  4 

No.  of  Sanitary  Men  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 


Dumping  Places  owned  or  rented  by  the  Council. 


Clydach  (Penybank) 
Pontardawe  .... 

Ystalyfera 
Gwauncaegurwen 
Cwmllynfell  .... 

Rhiwfawr  (Br^nmorgan  Field) 


| Simplified  Controlled 
y Tipping  System 
Employed. 


Dumping  is  also  carried  out  at  various  farm  lands  in  the 
district  for  road  making  purposes. 
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Salvage. 

The  refuse  collection  organisation  has  been  adapted  for  the 
collection  of  waste  materials.  This  reduces  the  volume  of 
combustible  material  hitherto  collected  with  house  refuse. 

Closet  Accommodation. 


Pail  System  in  Districts  : — 

No.  of  Privy  Pails 
cleansed  during  the  year. 

Cilybebyll 

9,724 

Rhydyfro 

7,020 

Rhiwfawr 

5,184 

Ynisymond  .... 

3,848 

Craigcefnparc 

572 

26,384 

( b ) Conversion  from  Conservancy  system  to  water  carriage 


system  ....  3 

(c)  Pans  renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

(d)  Connections  from  premises  to  Sewers  ....  ....  ....  7 

(e)  Verbal  notice  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Preliminary  notices  issued  ....  ....  ....  , ....  15 

( b ) Certificates  granted  under  the  Rent  Restriction  Act  ....  Nil 

(c)  Dirty  condition  of  premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 


Factories  Act. 

The  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  Area  were  visited  and 
all  were  found  fairly  satisfactory. 

All  complaints  received  attention. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Baits  were  laid  at  refuse  tips,  and  all  complaints  of  rat 
infestation  were  fully  investigated  and  dealt  with. 

Petroleum  Act. 

No.  of  premises  registered  under  the  Petroleum 

(Consolidation)  Act,  1918  ....  ....  ....  72 

These  premises  were  periodically  visited  by  the  Chief 
Officer  of  the  Fire  Brigade. 
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Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  71 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  79 

(2)  ( a ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above),  which,  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ....  ....  ....  67 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  75 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  67 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ....  ....  ....  ....  71 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(а)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  ....  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(a)  by  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ....  Nil 

(б)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  71 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ....  ....  Nil 

(a)  by  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  Nil 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ....’  ....  ....  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  170 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  214 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  1,143 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  49 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies 

and  Milkshops  during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  141 

(b)  Number  of  Cowsheds  erected  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  Cowsheds  which  were  internally  recom 

ditioned,  new  floors  and  channels  in  cement  concrete, 
additional  windows  fixed  for  improving  the  lighting 
and  ventilation,  new  stalls  and  troughs,  etc., 
erected  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 
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(d)  New  Dairies  erected 

(e)  Number  of  Cowsheds  limewashed  on  internal  surfaces 

of  walls,  and  interior  of  roofs  cleansed  as  the  result 
- of  informal  action  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  32 

Samples  of  graded  and  ungraded  milk  have  been  taken 
frequently.  Particulars  of  this  are  given  in  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health’s  Report. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughter  Control  which  came  into  operation  on  15th 
January,  1940,  transferred  all  livestock  slaughter  to  Swansea 
Abattoir.  Inspections  are  made  of  meat  at  the  allocation 
depots  in  the  area  prior  to  distribution.  As  a result  of  rep- 
resentations made  to  the  responsible  authorities,  the  Clydach 
Meat  Allocation  Depot  was  further  improved  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Butchers’  Shops. 

Number  of  visits  to  butchers’  shops  and  inspections  of  vans 

delivering  meat  in  the  district  ....  ....  ....  93 

Other  Foods. 

ft 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  : — 

17  tins  Evaporated  Milk 
1 gallon  Apples 
54-lbs.  Fish  Roll 
36-lbs.  Meat  Roll 
48-lbs.  Cheese 
15-lbs.  Bacon' 

Where  possible  these  foods  were  salvaged  for  use  as  pig  food. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

1.  No.  of  investigations  made  of  Notified  Infectious 

Diseases  cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  133 

2.  No  of  premises  fumigated  ....  ....  ....  ....  135 

3.  No.  of  cases  where  clothes  were  steam  disinfected  ....  94 

4.  No.  of  cases  where  bedding  was  destroyed  after  T.B.  6 

Every  case  was  supplied  with  disinfectant  and  disinfecting 
soap.  Precautionary  measures  for  preventing  spread  of 
infection  were  fully  explained.  All  children  of  school  age  were 
excluded  for  the  appropriate  time. 

IEUAN  LEWIS, 

A.  E.  EDMUNDS, 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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